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Carnival of the Animals 
by 
· Camille Saint-Saens 
Dora Bizjak and Karoly Zentai, Piano 
Marc Lebovitz, Narrator 
Concerto for Two Pianos 
by 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Julian Dawson and Joseph Rezits,'Piano 
The seventy-eighth program of the 1997-98 season 
I 
Kemp Recital Hall 
Thursday Evening 
February 26, 1998 
6:30 pm 
Program 
Carnival of the Animals (1886) 
I. Introduction and Royal March of the Lion 
II. Hens and Roosters 
III. Wild Asses 
IV. Tortoises 
V. The Elephant 
VI. Kangaroos 
VII. Aquarium 
VIII. Persons with Long Ears (Mules) 
IX. The Cuckoo in the Depths of the Woods 
X. Aviary 
XI. Pianists 
XII. Fossils 
XIII. The Swan 
XIV. Finale 
Dora Bizjak, Piano 
Karoly Zentai, Piano 
Marc Lebovitz, Narrator 
Saint-Saens 
(1835-1921) 
Concerto for Two Pianos in Ab (1824) 
Allegro vivace 
Mendelssohn-B artholdy 
(1809-1847) 
Andante 
Allegro Vivace 
Julian Dawson, Piano 
Joseph Rezits, Piano 
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ITulian Dawson was born and educated in Dublin, Ireland. He ecame a U.S. Citizen in 1985. He began his piano career by win-
ning all the major trophies at the annual Dublin competitive festi-
1 .. al, Feis Ceoil. After graduating in music from Trinity College, ublin University and gaining Diplomas in Performance and 
teaching from the Royal College of Music and the Royal Academy 
• f Music in London, he was appointed staff pianist of the B .B .C. 
IIBritish Broadcasting Corporation) in Scotland. 
In 1970, Mr. Dawson performed the complete cycle of the l\eethoven sonatas in Glasgow and again at the Edinburgh Festival. 
'hey were among many of Dawson's recitals and concertos broad-
cast by the BBC. He recorded the Beethoven sonata cycle again in l982 for Public Radio (WGLT). 
Mr. Dawson came to the United States in 1975 as Orches-
tra/Opera Conductor and Professor of Piano at Illinois State Uni ver-
i ty. In 1979 he was appointed music _Director ~f the Bloomington-
, otmal Symphony, a post he held until 1984. Smee 1988, he has 
heen opera conductor at Brevard Music Center (summers). He has 
l ntinued to pursue a rigorous schedule of perf01mances as pianist, 
both solo and in chamber music, and as conductor in the U.S. and 
l verseas. 
Joseph Rezits, Professor Emeritus of Music at the Indiana Univer-
1,ty School of Music, received his primary training with Isabelle 
engerova at the Curtis Institute of Music. He also studied with 
Rudolph Ganz, Percy Grainger, Howard Wells, Florence Frantz and 
• orothy Taubman, and chamber music with Gregor Piatigorsky, 
~ illiam Kroll, Samuel Mayes, William Primrose and others. At the 
ag:e of 23, he made his North American debut with Eugene 
& ·mandy and the Philadelphia Orchestra as winner of the Philadel-
'1ia Orchestra Youth Auditions. On this occasion, Max de 
~ hauensee of the Philadelphia Bulletin wrote, "Mr. Rezits is a 
• anist of the highest promise; he is an instinctive artist. One is 
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Dora Bfrjak, from Budapest, Hungary, is pursuing a master's 
degree in piano performance at Illinois State University. Previous 
studies took place at the Bela Ba1tok Conservatory of Music, the 
Franz Liszt Academy of Music in Budapest, and the Academy of 
Music in Hungary. In 1989, Dora received first place at the Na-
tional Competition of Conservatories. She also won the Mozart 
Competition of the Academy of music and second prize at the 
Chopin Competition of the Academy of Music . She has given many 
concerts in Hungary, Italy, Ge1many, Spain, the United States, and 
has played on the Hungarian Radio and TV. In 1997, she recorded 
the Carnival of the Animals with an Hungaiian chamber orchestra. 
Karoly Zentai is pursuing a master 's degree in piano perfo1mance at 
Illinois State University. Originally from Budapest, Hungary, 
Karoly has also studied at the Teacher Training College of Music of 
Franz Liszt in Pees (southern Hungary) and the Franz Liszt Acad-
emy of Music in Budapest. He graduated as a piano artist and 
teacher. Karoly has received many honors such as the third prize at 
the competition of Young Pianists and special and second p1izes at 
the Music Competition of western Hungary. Karoly has performed 
in Hungary, Ausuia, Spain, and in the United States. At twelve 
years of age, he perfo1med for the Hungadan Radio. In 1997, 
Karoly also recorded the Carnival of the Animals with Dora Bizjak 
and an Hungaiian chamber orchestra. 
Marc Lebovitz, a Chicago native, has been on the University News 
Service staff for 20 years. Previously he was a newspaper reporter 
in the Chicago area and at the Bloomington Pantagraph. He is a 
1972 graduate of Illinois State University. Lebovitz attributes his 
appreciation for and enjoyment of music to his parents and hopes to 
return the favor by instilling that appreciation and enjoyment in his 
own children. He and his wife, Lynn, are the parents of Cody, 13, 
and Hannah 8. 
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constantly conscious of the technical prowess of today's crop of 
young pianists, but few of them have the grace and the natural 
poetic quality that Mr. Rezits displayed in his playing. Soft pas-
sages carried perfectly, and the tone was warm and musical. Light 
quick scales and embellishments were accomplished with the brio 
of the real artist. Mr. Rezits also exhibited massive power when this 
quality was demanded, though the Saint-Saens conce1to is a delight-
fully lyric composition, on the whole." 
Subsequently, Dr. Rezits entered a highly successful solo career, and 
ultimately specialized primarily in duo and chamber-music reper-
toire. In addition, he became internationally known as a clinician 
and lecturer. In these multiple capacities, he has appeared in virtu-
ally every one of the United States and in Canada, as well as in 
Europe, South America, Asia and Australia. Rezits has recorded for 
the Audiophile, Festival, Avant-Garde and Coronet labels, has 
written six books on the pianistic mt, and has contributed to ten 
major music periodicals on three continents. 
Glenn Block has served since 1990 as Director of Orchestras and 
Opera at Illinois State University. He received the Pedmmers 
Certificate from the Eastman School of Music, and the Ph.D. from 
the University of California at San Diego. Dr. Block has appeared as 
a guest conductor of professional orchestras and all-state orchestras 
in 36 states. Foreign guest conducting has included concerts in 
Canada, Colombia, South Ameiica, Spain, France and Estonia. Dr. 
Block also serves as Music Director of the Youth Symphony of 
Kansas City, one of the the nation's largest youth symphony pro-
grams. The Kansas City Youth Symphony has appeared on tour 
throughout Spain, at the Banff International Festival of Youth 
Orchestras and in their Carnegie Hall debut in June, 1997. Begin-
ning September, 1997, Dr. Block also assumed the music director-
ship of the Sangamon Valley Youth Symphony, an affiliate orchestra 
of the Illinois Symphony Orchestra in Springfield. 
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